
ORDER OF SERVICE 

16 January 2022 

 

Call to Worship Psalm 36: 5-9 
Your love, LORD, reaches to the heavens, your faithfulness to the skies. 
Your righteousness is like the highest mountains, your justice like the 

great deep. You, LORD, preserve both people and animals. How 

priceless is your unfailing love, O God! People take refuge in the 

shadow of your wings. They feast on the abundance of your house; you 

give them drink from your river of delights. For with you is the fountain 

of life; in your light we see light. 

Let us worship God……………………. 

 

Opening Hymn R&S 67 Immortal, invisible 

 

Opening Prayers  

Loving and gracious God, we thank you for the way you have 

established your Word as a living force in the world. We thank you for 

the way you have shown your power, your glory and your love for us in 

the words and actions of prophets, of our ancestors in faith and 

especially in Jesus Christ who leads us in the ways of peace and justice. 

Help us to hear your word today, to feel your love in this community of 

faith, and to be encouraged to be more faithful disciples of Jesus Christ, 

in whose name we pray…. 

 

The old song said it “All the world needs is love” But when we speak of 

love, what do we mean?  

 

Teach us your love, Jesus……As those who follow you, show us how 

to live out your love. 

Teach us, when what people need for joy and life has run out, to use our 

gifts to sustain them. 

Teach us, when people face prejudice and injustice, to use our influence 

to protect them 

Teach us, when people despair or face death because of cruelty or 

conflict, to use our presence to bring them healing and hope 



Teach us to recognize what gifts of compassion and love you have 

given us, and to use these gifts to bring hope and joy in the 

world….Amen. 

 

Scripture Readings  John 2: 1-11 

 

Hymn   R&S 191 Songs of thankfulness and praise 

 

Monologue  The Wedding (in Present on Earth, WGWG) 

 

Reflection  

In the gospel of John, Jesus starts his public ministry at a wedding in 

Cana. Here he performs his first act in his ministry…and what a setting 

it is! At a wedding, an occasion of celebration, joy, singing and 

dancing! I like it that John puts this story at the beginning of his gospel. 

No doubt the story is based on a real event in Jesus’ life; Jesus would 

have attended weddings and celebrations and been happy to be part of 

it. But whether Jesus had expected that at this wedding he would be 

asked to “come out,” as it were, that is the question. 

“My hour has not yet come,” Jesus says. The wine has run out at the 

wedding, probably as the festivities went on longer than expected, and 

Mary asks Jesus to do something about it. “My hour is not yet come,” 

Jesus says. 

“My hour is not yet come.” Yet, Jesus springs into action and turns a 

potentially embarrassing situation into a wonderful witness to the joy 

and transformation he is going to bring in people’s lives.  

“My hour is not yet come.” In the NT the Greek word for hour, hora, is 

more often used with reference to kairos time rather than cronos time. 

And just to explain what these different times mean: Cronos time 

measures ordinary events, not the special ones. Cronos time is the time 

that we seem to be able to control, that we can plan for. Kairos time, by 

contrasts, represents the sudden, unexpected, surprising moments in life 

that “break into” our lives, upsetting our plans and expectations, forcing 

us to adjust to a new situation. In the Bible it often is the time that 

requires a conversion, a moment that requires decisive action and 

transformation. (cf Mark 1:15 “The kairos is fulfilled and the kingdom 

of God is at hand. Repent….!) 



When Jesus said that his hour had not yet come, he meant that he had 

not planned for the first act in his public ministry to happen at the 

wedding. But circumstances forced him to reconsider. This was a kairos 

moment (a critical and opportune moment) and rather than ignoring it 

or dismissing it, he seized it. It became a moment of grace, for a 

“miracle” happened and the party was saved. 

While no doubt John wanted to give a deeper meaning to the story of 

the wedding in Cana and various interpretations will be proclaimed on 

this Sunday as “good news” in churches all over the world, I think the 

recognition that cronos time can be transformed into kairos time has a 

particular relevance for us. Jesus would not have planned or expected to 

introduce his ministry at this wedding party. However, his hora (hour) 

came unexpectedly, given the unforeseen circumstances and the appeal 

of his mother……and he (perhaps reluctantly at first) rose to the 

occasion. 

Can we recognize this for ourselves? We have carefully planned our 

lives, our schedules, our diaries and suddenly we are faced with an 

unexpected occasion or event and our lives are turned upside down. We 

have to adapt to a new situation, we have to be flexible, be ready to 

make changes….ready to meet the challenge and perhaps seize the 

opportunity that presents itself to turn a problem (or disaster) into a 

positive outcome. 

Like the wedding that was cancelled at the last moment because the 

groom did not turn up. Was it in a film? The bride was left in tears and 

with all the food that had been ordered for an elaborate reception. 

Rather than waste the food, she quickly got in touch with some 

homeless charities. The homeless were to enjoy the feast that had been 

planned for a very different group of people. In her personal tragedy the 

woman recognized the possibility to reach out and do something 

positive. Cronos was transformed into kairos. 

Probably we can all tell stories…stories of transformation. We lose our 

job which allows us to re-evaluate what we really want in life, deciding 

a move to another kind of work that is more satisfying. We witness or 

experience an injustice and we lose our shyness to speak out and 

become passionately involved in a cause. Or we become ill and we have 

to rethink all our plans….but perhaps faith becomes more meaningful, 

family time more valuable, life more precious. Or we experience a once 



in a lifetime pandemic and our world shrinks but we discover 

neighbourliness and the help we can give and receive from friends and 

strangers. Each time cronos time becomes kairos time. 

For all of us, kairos moments present themselves when in our carefully 

planned lives we are surprised by unexpected events, by circumstances 

that ask for a creative response….and creative in his response Jesus 

certainly was! He turned water into wine or, according to the 

symbolism John may have incorporated in the story, he anticipated the 

joy of the kingdom (the kingdom of justice and joy) which he would 

witness to and embody in his life and ministry…..”My hour is not yet 

come”….yet the hour is now! Amen.  

 

Prayers of Intercession 

Merciful God, you are close to all in need and by our prayers we draw 

close to you. Claiming your love in Christ Jesus for the whole world we 

dare to pray for others. Committing ourselves to care in his name for 

those around us and further away, we lift up our prayers and concerns 

for friends and strangers….. 

 

Dedication of Offering 

Bless our gifts and bless our lives, that with generous spirit and cheerful 

heart we may serve you in the world. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion 

 

Hymn  R&S 447 I come with joy to meet my Lord 

 

Celebration of Communion 

 

Closing Hymn R&S 415 You shall go out with joy 

 

Blessing 

Go out with joy to love and serve the Lord…. 

Blessed by the faithfulness of God 

Inspired by the love of Jesus Christ 

Guided by the wisdom of the Spirit. Amen. 


